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MAP SHOWING THE ROUTE To BE FOLLOWID

TOTHE NORTH POLE

—_———

A Washington Newspaper Man's
Exploring - Expedition,

_——

MONTHS N THE ICE FIELDS,

To Begin Where Most Expeditions |

Have Stopped.

A SUMMER DASH 70 THE NORTH POLE

The Probability of Solving the
Arctic Problem.

THE SCIENCE OF SLEDGING

Written for The Evening Star.
(Copyrighted.)

O N THE MTH DAY

of March I shall sail
from New York by
the steamer Britanic
en route for the
frozen regions of the
far north. 1 am go-
ing toward the north
pole, and to it if that
shall prove possible.
There will be in my
party three Ameri-
cans besides myself
—Prof. Owen B.
£ French, who comes
the TUnited States coast and
geodetic survey, with high reputation
A3 a sclentific man and for work in
the field in Alaska and the west; Thomas
B. Mohun, M. 1., who has been in success-
ful practice for some years in Washington,
and who s admirably equipped in learn-
Inz and experience for the responsible work

fore him, and Charles C. Dodge of the
Navy Department, a capable photographer
and artist. These three young men have
been selected from among scores of appli-
cants, and it is believed none but good ae-
counts will be given of them during the
coming summer's campaign In the arctics.

In Norway ten more men join my party—
hardy young Norwegians, enthusiastic in
exploration as were their ancestors, and
a number of thom university men devoted
to the pursuit of knowledge in the fields
of botary, geology and other sclences. A
number of our Norweglans have had ex-
perience In the lce fickls of the Arctic ocean
&s whale and seal hunters, and are adepts
in the arts of navigation and travel inei-
dent to that hazardous ecalling. No people
In the world are more resourceful and in-
Eenjous than the Americans; none more
brave or steadfast in the face of difficul-
tles than the Norsemen. I think the com-
bination will be a good one.

The True Road to the Pole.

Most aretic expeditions with which Amer-
fcans are famillar approach the pole by
the way of Smith Sound. Even the English
kave chosen the Greenland route for most
of thelr efforts. But we do not go that
way, strewn with wrecks of ships, bleach-
ing bones and dead hopes as it.is. We
choose, rather,
far north carved out of the ice by the in-
fluence of the gulf siream in the Norwegian
#c2. The same warm waters from the south
that give to Norway a comparatively mild |
climate, with ports open the year round
in latitudes, which, in Greenland, are frozen
fast nine or ten months of the year, wash
the western shores of tne islands of Spitz-
bergen and leave them moderately free of
e, except in midwinter. Nor do we plan
to reach the north pole in a ship. The ves-
sel has not yet been bullt that will sall
to the paie, or nearer it than five hundred
to the pole has failed
n ensugh to be abandoned till airships
the f marine vessels,

from

Navigation

place of

After putting the finishing touches upon
our outfit at the town of Tromsoe, far
rorth In Norway, we fourteen men safl,
about the first Jduy of Miay, for the Island of
Spitzberzen, which iles to the east of north-
ern Gree There, at Dane’'s Island,
where Is & harbor, we shall establish
At this point we shali

i

that true highway to the |

be under the shadow of the eightieth par-
aliel of north latitude, that eircle high on
the map which m indomitable arectic |
explorers have ney reach -1, and which

but few have passed. For all but the most |

| progress

rtunate or persistent it has marked the
mit of progress to the nortawaerd.
The Polar Half-Waoy Station.

Doubtless many people will be surprise?
to learn that in less than a week we ex-
pect to steam in our staunch lHitle lee-
working sealer from civillzatiorr to this
high mnorthern latitude. Barring accident
we shall make the voyage In four dayvs.
Tromsoce, which has the Atlantic cable and

+ 4 tri-weekly mall to the south, is very near-

Iy In latitude 70. Dane’s Island lacks but
a few miles of the Sith parallel. The lat-
ter Is, therefore, the half-way house to
the pole—ten degrees or 70 statute miles
from civilization, and exactiy the same dis-
tance from that northern termination of
th: axis of our earth known as the north
pole,

This western coast of Spitzbergen is every
year accessible to steam or salling vessels
garly in the season. It is the only point in
the circum-polar reglon which atfords tais
tremendous advantage. By the Spitzbergen
route we shall, unless extraordinary condi.
tlons present themselves, reach wlithout
effort or loss of time, without the necessity
of a previous wintering in the arctic region
with our vitality unimpaired and our men
and equipment fresh and strong, the same
latitude at which Greely wintered, as far
nortk as De Long went, almost as near to
the pole as Hall penctrateld, hundreds of
miles farther north than Franklin or any
of the early explorers progressed, and with-
in about three degrees as far as the farthest
ever achleved by man. In other wordls, our
journey proper begins at Spltzbergen, sub-
stantially at the latitude in which other
efforts have come to an end.

Our business is not at Spitzbergen. That
Is only our half-way house., our point of

| departure, our stepping stone to the inner
| polar region.

Though an uninhabited land
of wonderful scenery, of romantie and
tragic history, of rare sport with ice bear,
walrus, reindeer, seal, toxes and birds, we
shall not turry on its shores longer than
a few days In which to land our stores and
establish a headquarters station in a com-
fortable house already standing there,
Leaving a couple of trusty men In charge
of our station, and with a safe harbor near
by for our steamer, we push on.
Crossing the Desert of Ice.

Whither? And over what sort of a road?
Straight to the north, toward the pole, to-
ward the lce-locked secret of the unknown
region, over and through the dreailful pack
ice of the Arctic ocean. The 2dzge of the
ice pack or the frozen surface of the sea
will be found between latitude %) and K1,
The farther north It Is the bettsr we shull
be pleased, for our steamer, iti=d for ice
working, commanded by a broazed and
fearless master, to whom the Jdanger of
Ice navigation is an old story, quickly car-
ries us to the margin of the fce and depes-
its us, with our boats, sledzes, Jdozs and
accouterments, upon its surface. vur
steamer is not to enter the ice. It is not
to engage in combat with the all-conjuer-
Ing king of the north, which has vanquish-
ed eraft innumerable and which =tunds
like a stone wall, barring all prozress by
means of ships into his domin‘ons. The
ship which carries us is not to he placed In
any danger at all-at least not in moere dan-
ger than is incident to navigation of the
ocean in any part of the world. Its duty
is to advantage by the opening caused hy
the gulf stream, by the lee shore of Spitz-
bergen, to run us early and spesdily to the
frontier of the inaccessible region and then
turn back to the headquarters which we
have established at the land near by, to
serve during the remainder of “he sum-
mer as a dispatch boat to and from Nor-
way and in the autumn to pick us up and
return us to civillzation and home,

Between the 10th and the I15th day of
May we expect to be placed upon the mar-
gin of the jce. There will be sad heaits in
our party no doubt when the shin turns
her prow to the south and we are left alone
in the desert of lce. But there will he no
time for vain regrets. At this moment our
active work begins; now commences that
campaign which is to earry us to vietory
or defeat. Here and now we start on that
dash for the pole which promises s0 much
and may result in so little. Throuzh the
months of May. June, July., August end a
part of September this ice pack is to he
our home. We leave the land at our backs
and strike out boldly aecrass the sea. In
something more than 100 davs we propose
to go as far north as we can o, \iscover
what we can discover and return to our
headquarters. How far we shall go and
what we shall find there no ope has much
of an idea. Better than guessing abons it
is to walt for the sequel.
Far From Land, Within “The Paelk.*

While we make no predictions, we know
what the facts are. We have by no means
underrated the difficulties which jje before
us. We know that the pack is anything
but an easy road to travel. We know it is
rough and uneven; that where the tflors and
fields have crashed together during  the
storms of the preceding autumn and win-
ter an almost irresistible foree has erum-
bled thelr margins or upheaved themq jnte
what is known as hummocks, We kaow
that as the season advances and the Pow er
of the sun, always in the heavens, Lecomes
stronger and more eflective, lends or Open-
ings form in the ice, narrow, sindous eanuls
will be found at frequent intervals in our
march and the surface of the floes will e
come more or less covered with slush and
water. We know that we shall he troabiled
much by deep snow. which in a few wenks
under the sun's rays, will become saft and
difficult to traverse. We do not forget thot
down through this region sweens the only
considerable outlet of the Arctie seq—the
great current which Dr. Nan<en in tme
hopes to reach, the eurrent which flows= be-
tween  Spitzbergen and Greenland, round
Cape Farewell, down past Labrador inti
it is finally mingled with the wataess of the
gulf stream off the banks of New/foualland
It is this current which carrles from the
very inner regions of the far north which

we hope to penetrate the lee folls and
bhergs encountered by our transatiantie
steamships. -

The English Record May He Benten.
We do not forget, either, that this cur-
rent defeated the effort which Sir Biward
*arry made in this direetlon and. by means
similar to ours, as far back as 1527, in time
carrying his men to the south ns fast as
they could travel to the north, so that thelr
wias that which a horse makes
upon the endless belt of the old-fushivned

|
z

power machine. If we could not improve
upen Party's methods we should have no
right to hope to excel his achievement. But
we do lmprove vastly upon him ia plan and
equipment, as T shall presently show, With
ordinary fortune we should eclibse Lis
achievement. If we do we shall score a
success, for Parry, despite a swart of a
month later, notwithstanding nls unnceees-
sarily heavy and clumsy equipment, reach-

ped latitude 82 degrees 45 minutes, o record

| ' which

! s

stood for half a

century unbeaten
which to this day has been cutlone
forty miles. In more tbhan SiXiy voars,

1!l the advantages of steam power,
with great improvement in the art of sledg-
ing, with adaptation of deg power to the
burdens which Parry hal only men to drag,
his  achievement has been  barsly out-
stripped,

We know this pack enn be traversed by
men, with more or less speed and with al-
most certain saferty. We know this to be
true, because it hes been done. Parry rav-
ersed the pack, Delonz and Melville trav-
ersed it, the Flusslans have sledged upon It
for thousands of miles to the noerth of
Siberin; Payer and Wayprecht escaped over
it from Francis Joseph Land to Novaya
Zembla, as 4l Lefrh Smith; Capt. Kol
wey, the German explorer, lvel to travel
hundreds of miles through  the grinding
piack on the east coast of Geeenland; Capt.

amd
only
with

Tyzon and his party drifted a thoosand
miles on an ice floe, passing a whoie winter |
in the waste of water and ice, and being
reseued n the spring with the eighteon

men, women and children of the party, not
only alive, but in periset health; Geeely
traversed the restless pack of that narrow,
trap-like water, Smith sound, for a dis-
tince of S0 miles, cnly to be snatchel in
the nick of time from the starvation which
had carried off two-thirds of his party aftor
Land s made. The pack s not without
dengers, but there {s no record in ali
wretie exploration experience of a lfe bemng
lost within it.

A Roagh Road to Travel.
The rezion which we are to traverse dur-

ing the coming summer, over which we arve |

to maike our dash for the pole, may, after
all, prove mere forbidding and uncomfort-
able than dangerous, That it ean be cross-
ed by a sledging party admits of no doubt,
Whether or not it can be traveled at a
sulficient rate of speed to enable us to do
in a single summer what others have fuiled
to do in years, remains to be seen.
lation as to what we are lkely to accom-
plish must necessarily be of little value, and
yet a few facts may prove of interest to the
reader, The pack has been traveled at
varying rates, from three or four to thirgy
miles in a day, according to weight of
equipment, strength of men and conditions
of road. Parry traveled from sixtesn to
twenty miles per day, but made only four
or five net advance
cegsity of  breaking his  loads Into from
three to four parts and golng from five to
seven times over most of the road. Delong
and Melville often traveled a total disianee
of from twenly-five to thirty-two miles in
a day, and at the close of this long day's
toil had the satisfaction of knowing that
they had made a net advance of but two
aor two amd a half miles, having been forced
to carry their loads forward in seven parts
and thus going thirteen times over the
whole road.

How the Pole May Be Conguered.,

Our effort Is organized upon the assump-
tion that a man or dog carrying or drawing
but a moderate load can travel two miles
an hour. or twenty to twenty-five miles
per day, over the pack. At this rate of
speed he could easlly, within a hundred
days, march from Spitzbergen to the pole
and back. The gquestion, therefore, becomes
one of energy. The road, though difficult,
is mot Impracticable. The problem Is how
to carry out a journey of this scrt, away
from known lands, with but doubtful de-
pendence to be placed upon game secured

;-:: W -
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en route, and yet with burdens light
enough, or energy great enough, to permit
substantially of the whole load being car
ried forward all the time without the ne-
cessity of constant retraverses, Solve this
question, and the problem of approach to
the pole from such a base of operations us
that which Spitzbergen affords is a problem
no lonzer. It only remains to be demon-
strated,

We belleve we have found the theoretical
solution, and we are now about to attempt
the demonstration. Our plan is based upon

the bellef that with an early start and fair- |
pass beyond the |

Iy rapid travel we can
region of drift before the drift sets in, and
then whilst on our return to the south in
the latter part of the summer have the
drift in our favor. Our method of opera-
tions is purely and distinctively that of a
sledeing party. We believe that we are
about to reduce the art of sledging to a
greater state of perfection than was cver
before known. Our practice is founded upon
the theory that with the use of aluminum
for lightness of equipment, of the sclen-
tifieally concentrated foods of this day for
smallest possible weight of provisions, with
the use of the most avallable and adapti-
able animal power as a supplement to the
strengzth of the men, and all these in com-
bination with special devices designed to
apply this energy to advantage or to con-
serve it, we shall be able approximately
to attain the end in view,
Aluminum in the Aretics.

We cannot pause here to describe thesze

features of our equipment fully, but will

as 20 above zero, and after June, which is
the spring of the arctics, the mercury will
hover about the freezing point In the shade,
row a degres or two ahbove and again be-
low, but with fluctuations within the nar-
row limits of ten degrees. In the sun the
mercury will frequently rise to 60, 70 or 8o
degrees, and in July and August we shail
probably work many a day as men are
working in the harvest and haying fields
2t home—in our chirt sleeves, This delight-
ful working temperature is to our advan-
taze In muny ways. It ralses the value of
our ensrgy S per cent above that shown by
sledging parties in the frightful
early spring or late nutumn. It does not
require us to earry furs, and but little in
the way of heavy c¢lothing and bedding
will b neadad, We shall not he often or
long delayvel by stormes, though now and
then snow and sleot, and more often dense
o, eaused by the enormous evaporation
rosnlting from the constant action of the
#un’'s rayvs, moy interfere with our pro-

Bress,
The Caravan in the Ice.

We shall set out in our march across the
lea with fourteen men, forty draught dogs

on aecount of the ne- |

> ke
OVER

]to the man who suifers a stroke of com-

and a total weight of about 5500 pounds
I boats, sledges, Instruments, clothing.
fuel and food.

| have ahout 1 pounds per unit of power, or
to erch man and dog. Such a load, exper-
ience has shown, esn be taken forward at
a single march without the necessity of re-
traversing, except now and then where the
ditheulties of the road are extraordinary.
If this shall prove to be the case with us,
then we might hope to advance at the rate
of from twelve to twenty miles per day.
If we can do the smaller distance, or even
but ten miles per day, ten davs will carry
us well into the pack, beyond the reglon
of early summer breaking up and driftage,
Twenty days will earry us perhaps to lands
which have never before been explored,
but which are believed to exist to the north
and perhaps o little east of Spitzbergen.
Twenty-five days will earry us to a point
| farther north than man has ever reached,
| and ornly one-half of the time which we
| miay prudently use in the advance will have
beer  consumesl. With  twenty-five days
more of sufe season for the northward
march, how near to the pole do you think
we can get? We will give you the answer
when we return next autumn.

Aretie Work Not Dxtremely Danger-

ous,

The only thing that we feel certain of Is
that we shall return—not only to Spitz-
| berzen in September, but to Norway and to
America before Thanksgiving day. As a
winter resort Washington has more attrac-
tiveness for the members of our party than
the sunless north. Even the north pole as
the far end of an excursion has no fascina-
tions for us without return tickets and a
chance to use them. Of what use to solve
the problem without living to tell the story?
Doubtless it is true the public is weary of
the sacritice of life in the northern regions,
The pesple have read enough of arctic
horrors, of starvation, of perishing with
cold and disease. Fond of adventure and
of deeds of daring as they are, many men
have come to the conclusion that the are-
tic mystery is not worth the candle that Is
burned in human life. Yet the truth is
that three conspleuous arctie disasters,
those of Franklin, of Gireely and of DeLong,
have filled the popular mind with exagger-
ated fdeas of the dangers of the far north.
The pubiie forgets the hundreds of expedi-
tions that have gone out and returned in
safety, and overlooks the faet that of all
arctic expeditions known to history, those
well and those ill planned, those which
went on such foolish errands as a search
for the north pole in a ship and also those
which lost their men from scurvy, that
now dethraned terror of the seas—the mor-
tolity was nol as great as it is every year
among a similar number of men engaged
Iin the merchant marine in the tropieal
scas. The risk of life in a party like ours,
soundly planned, well-equipped, with a base
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of supplies properly placed for falling back
upon, is so small as scarcely to deserve
consideration,

And yet we go, as men should alwavs
g0 in the arctics, prepared for a great va-
riety of emergencies. While cur plan is
to return home in the autumn, we have
not lost sight of the possibility of being
cempelled to winter at Spitzbergen, We
expect to return to Spitzbergen from our
dash for the pole about the middle of SBep-
| tember, thcough the little hunting vessels
of the daring Norwegians often leave Spitz-
bergen as late as the first or even the
middle of Oectober, reaching Tromsoe or
| Hammerfest soon afterwanl. But if some
unforeseen delay or accident should render
wirtering  in that cheerless reglon un-
avoidable, we shall have at hand the means
of doirg it. At Dane's Island we shall
have house, foud, fuel. But these are placed
there only as a precaution, and with the
expeciation that there {8 no more than
one chance in a hundred of their use,

Must Return to Hendguarters.

We are often asked what will happen to
us if we o not get back to Spitzbergen. Just
|what happens to a man who goes down in
a coal mine and has the shaft cave in on

| him; preeisely the same thing that happens

plete final heart fallure, or to the passenger
in the last seat of the rear coach when
there is a tail-end collision. In other words,
Wwe must return to our headquarters., If
we make the pole or our farthest north in

do so in future articles in The Star, and ! fifty days, when our loads are heaviest,
Jund when whatever drift there is works

very interesting articles 1 believe the reader
will find them. It is enough for the present
to point out that our outfit contains no
startling innovations,

nothing that is not | by consumption of food and fuel, and with

agalnst us, why can we not return over

| the same road in the same number of days

both simple and practical, every detall of |

which has been suggested by the arctic
experience of others. All arctle effort has
been studied with a view to avoiding the
mistakes of past expediticas, as well as to
profit by those features of their equipment

which proved advantageous. We believe,
and In this view are supported by men
whoge experience makes their judgment

worth more than ours, that we shall enter
upun our task with the best equipment for
sledeing expedition that was ever em-
ployed in the arctics,

H our outtit has any distinguishing feat-
ure, it is the fre of aluminum In the
constructivn  of sledzes and other
devices,  Aluminum
¥ fitile
advantages
proved

a

is
umderstoond, It has its great
. and also its limitations,
itsell especially  adaptable

bosa

to

huilt the first aluminum boats In America,
and that they are the strongest, most ser-

vieeable and lightest boats of their size cver
made in the world,

Warmih of (he Polar Summer.
A tremendous advantage which we shall

enjoy in our summer dash for the pole is
that we d

treme cold weather,

We shall encounter a
temperature that I1s rather too warm than
too cold. We shall suffer more from he at
and from the brightness of the sun than
from frost. The arctic summer is like the
winter of the latltude of Washington, Cin-

cinnati and St. Louis, with this striking
difference, that the arctic summer has no
night and a surprisinzly equable temper-
ature. In all the time that we are away
on this journcy we do not expect to see
the mercury as low as zero, Fahrenhelr,

If it approaches zoro at all it will be durine
the first half of May, just as we are enter-
ing upon our work. After the first of June

a wonderful metal, | pa highest latitude ever reached with a

with our loads growing lighter all the time

‘the drift which sets in to the scuth about
the middle of the summer carrving us
toward safety while we sleep? Nor is this
all, If we consume fifty or even ffty-five
days In our northward advance, there is
every reason to belicve we shall still have

| ®ixty or more days in which to reach our

It has |
our |
uses. a8 is shown by the fact that we have |

0 not have to go prepared for ex- |

beadguarters in ample time to leave for
Norway before the west coast of Spitz-
bergen is crowded with the autumn lee.
Simply to reach Spitzbergen, which will
b safety, even at the inconvenience of a
tedious wintering, we should have for the
return journey at least eighty davs before
the setting In of winter. Again, on our
return from the far north in September it
is probabie we shall find the sea compara-
tively free of lce for a distance of 10 miles
to the north of the shores of Spitzbergen.

ship was made in  this same reglon,
Wherever the edge of the ice is there our
stanch lttle steamer Is to be waiting for
us, thus shortening by so much the length
of our return journey upon the pack.

The Question of Food,

It i3 true that we are going provisioned
for only 110 days, and should our journey
be extended beyond that period we might
run short of supplies. [ut there is enough
elasticity in our equipment to provide for
such an emergency. We count on a bear
row and then, for ice bear have been found
as far north in the pack as man has ever
been. An occasional bear would he a great
agilition to our larder, for he weighs from
M0 to 1,000 pounds. There are seal in the
pack ice, too, and though seal blubber js
not the most appetizing of meat, hunger
is a sauce which makes the palate easy
to satisfy. Then there are our dogs, our
handsome, long-eared draught hounds from
Belsium and Holland, which it would be
a pity to lead to the shambles, and which
we would much rather bring to America.
But necessity knows no law, and we might

|
i
|

cold of |

In round numbers we shall |

_'=__

the temperature is not likely to fall as low [ find it necessary, indeed, it is probable we

shall, to put into operation the rule of dog
eat dog. We may try a few fresh dog
steaks ourselves. A great advantage of
the use of dog power is the ease with which
your power can be transformed Into food
for the remaining dogs or the men. If a
man falls ill you cannot leave him behind.
If he dies, or his services in the drag-ropes
are no longer needed, you cannot put him
in the pot.

To the Henrt of the Unknown Reglon.

Many people find it difficult to percelve
wherein one polar expedition differs from
another, cither In plan or purpose. Having
now briefly described the plan of this ex-
pedition, leaving some of the features to
be more adequately presented in future
papers, it is pertinent to ask the question,
whyfore? What is it that we propose to
accomplish? The answer Is—not to explore
a bit of coast somewhere in the arctics: not
to determire whether a certain land ex-
tends a few miles more or less in oue di-
rection; not to wander about the frontiers
of the unknown region; not to nibble at
the edge of the question. Our ambitions
are higher than any of these, worthy and
in some respects Important though they
are. Our aim is to drive straight for the
heart of the nknown region, to the spot
which contains within its ey breast the
mystery of the arctics, to solve, If possible,
what is known to geogruphers and scien-
tists as the polar problem.

Mankind =et out centuries ago to accum-
plish this task. He long azo determined
that the great white sphynx should speak.
It is safe to say that he will persist in his
efforts till some adventurous traveler, more
fortunate than his predecessors, will achieve
what has been so long struggled for. If
we fail therein it shall not be for lack of
ambition or effort.

For two centuries thig arctic problem has
engaged the attention of adventurous men
of all northern races, The two great Eng-
lish-speaking peoples, the Germans, the
Seandinaviens, the Dutch, the HRussians,
have sent almost innumerable expediticns
to the arctice. The French and Austrians
have at times joined the hunt, while even
the sons of sunny Italy have had thei® trial
at the ice-beleaugered mystery. 1If any one
imagines that man ig going to stop in this
effort beause now and then a few lives are
lost, he is very much mistaken. It is the
history of the race that it never goes back-
ward. Having set his face toward the pole,
mun will never wholly abandon the quest
Until human natu-e s radically changed
these efforts will be continued,and until man
becomes more than human there will be the
keenest popular interest in these attempts to
penetrate the region of the unkngwn. The
search after knowledge, as Prof. Hellprin
has said, “has no limits and Enbws to
time.” What earnest desire for knowledge
does not prompt is found in love of adwen-

ture., The two aspirations are so Ted in
the human breast that It is di to #ay
where one ends and the other s. Kind-

Iy erities will say of us, no doubt, that love
of adventure is a stronger incentive than
pursuit of knowledze. Possibly this Is true.
It is useless to argue the point. The main
thing Is not the ambition which impels us,
but what we accomplish, how much of o
contribution we make to the world's knowl-
edge of the world; and as to that neither
the critics nor ourselves can now say, but
the results must determine.
Sclence Awnlis the Answer.
Every Important science which has for its
object knowledge of our earth runs against
a great blank space beyond the Sith paral-
lel of north latitude. Until we know what
exists bevond that line these sciences raust
remaln incomplete, unsatisfactory. Already
the theorists have done thelr best, or their
worst, to solve the problem. On one side is
the bellef in an open polar sea, the theory
that owing to the action of the gulf stream,
which is supposed to dive under the fce and
reappear farther north, there Is formed in
the region of the pole a land of climate
comparatively mild, habitable and possibiy
inhabited by a race of men who have for-
ever lived isolated from the remainder of
the worll. At the other extreme we find
the theory that the -ezion of the pole is
covered with am eternal lce cap, some G
miles in diameter, resting upon both land
and sea, and thousands of feet in vertlesl
thickness! Who shall say that either of
these theories Is right or wrong? 1oth ave
or have been supported by men of learning.
Who shall decide between them, cr declure,
a8 {8 much more probable, that the truth
lles midway their extremes, and that the
pole is surrounded by lands which are
glacter-capped, while the sea is covered with
a network of pack iece, frozen =olid in win-
ter and drifting about In summer? Who
shall close the gaps for sclence, prepare the
way for completing the circle of knowledge?
None but the man who penetrates far
enough within the unknown area to find
the answer, and lives to bring It back.
Can the Arciic Problem He Solved?
When we say that the north pole ig the
ideal objective point of our journey we
mean thercby that the pole is symbolical of
the central part of the unknown region. It
is at the pole or in its neighborheod that
the solution of the arctic problem is to be
found. Geographers and men of science
agree that penetration beyond the S5th or
perhaps to the Sith parallel is, for the pur-
pose of solving the arctle mystery, as good
as reaching that precise point .t which the
northern axis of our earth terminates, where
all lines of longitude converge and where
there is no direction but south, Our success
from a geographical and scientific point of
view therefore will be in crossing the eircle
which surrounds the pole at a distance of
A3 statute miles from it. Our greatest sue-
cess from the popular standpoint will be in
reaching the pole {tself, or at least in ap-
proaching near enough to it to be able to
say that it has been substantially within
our grasp. From our headgquaters at
Dane’s Island to the pole, In a direct line,
the distance is 700 statute miles; to the S5th
parallel, which at least we hope to pass, it
Is 250 miles, One hundred miles short of
this parallel marks the farthest north vet
achieved by man, and that was done by two
brave Americans, Lockwood and DBralnard.
It Is further agreed by the best students
of the polar question, both in England and
Amerieca, that the first expedition to enter
this unknown region need not and perhaps
should not e wholly of a sclentifie charac-
ter. It should , be practical rather than
scientific. It should be an exploring party,
eimply—a pioneering party. If It can find
the practicable road to the pole and show
the means of traveling it, larger parties
more fully equipped for careful sclentifde
inquiry will surely follow In its track. To
do this much is the aim of the present ex-
pedition. At the same time, while holding
the character of a plonesring party, we
shall endeavor, in case we are successful
In reaching high latitudes, to make studies
and observations of meteorological and phys-
fcal conditions that will prove of value to
science, For this purpoze we take out an
admirable =et of instruments, and have the
benefit of the counsel of Prof. Mendenhall
of the coast survey and other eminent sci-
entific men,

A Newspaper Exploring Expedition.

Exploration, valuable additions to man's
knowledge of his earth, important sclen-
tific observations, possible solution of what
Is known as the polar problem—these are
not the only purposes of this expedition. It
is a newspaper effort. For the first time, it
is believed, a nexspaper writer leads an
expedition into the arcti~s. I have always
belleved that if the north pole were worth
discovering at all, if the arctic mystery
were worth solving, it should be a news-
paper man that does it. Who has a better
right to solve mysteries, to discover that
which man has so long found undiscoverable
and Inaccessible? The enterprise and: en-
ergy of the American press are proverbial
throughout the worll. Some of the greatest
feats of travel and exploration have been
accomplished by American journalists, 1If
we should be so fortunate as to suceesd in a
field where so many have Talled, none will
be more glad therefor than the generous,
manly newspaper makers of America. 8o
far as I am personally concerned, this effort
is in line with my profession. It Is worthy
and dignified, and the honor of It does not
consist in good fortune and great success,
but In doing the best one can, I shall at
least do my hest to give the readers of The
Star interesting and accurate accounts of
what we are trving to do and how we pro-
gress In the effort.
Dispatehes From the Farthest North.

Not only shall we write the story ef our
adventures in real life, illustrated from
photographs, but we shall, If our plans car-

|

ry well, do what was never done before, and !
that is to send dispatches from the inner
regions of the arctic world. Ordinarily an
arctic expedition Is not heard from till its
return—one, two or three years after its
departure, We shall do better. We have a
line of communication which Is designed to
enable us to send The Star descriptive mat-
ter and photographs from the farthest north
while we are still in the field.

Our supporting party of seven men ac-
companies us to the north from our head-
quarters only some twenty or twenty-five
days. In this time we shall hope to accom-
plish from 250 to 300 miles of northing. If
we do only 23, or even less, we shall, about |
the 10th of June, be farther north than man |
ever was before. Our supporting Party now |
turns back, reaching Spitzbergen about
July 1st. Ther: our steamer awalts them,
and carries to Norway the dispatches, let-
ters, pholographs and artists’ sketches, which
they bear from our perch away up on the top
of the big globe. In three or four days, if
all goes right, our steamer will be at Trom- |
soe, and the Atlantic cable will bear You a |
dispatch announcing tnat we have been
heard from, and that when heard from we
were nearer the pole than man had before
venetrated, and were still golng north!

An International Race for the Pole,

There are other expeditions in the field,
and this is to be a momentous year in |
arctic work. Dr. Nansen, bravest of the |
brave, the ideal arctic explorer, is now la |
the ice in his stanch lttle ship the |
Fram, to the north of the Siberian
Islands, near where the Jeannette was

|sunk. Lieut. Peary, persistent, successful, |

resourceful, is at his house in MeCormick |
Bay, West Greenland, whence he will set |
outin about six weeks for northernmost
Greenland and the pole, If the land shall |
lead him so far. Mr. Steln of this clty is
the projector of a commendable and deserv-
ing plan for further exploration of Elles- |
mere Land, which is now only in part
known. In May we shall be in the elernal
lce, pressing northward as fast as we can
0. Of the three important parties, ours is
the one of which the world will naturally
expect the least in the way of results,
Nansen and Peary are the veterans, we
the amateurs. They have writtten their
names high on the roll of honor, while we
have done nothing. Not one of us has ever
been nearer the pole than Norway or
Alaska. We have yet to be tried amid
the difficulties and dangers of arctic travel,
and before we can <laim or expect confi-
dence must earn it In the field. Untll we
have done this we ask no other considera-
tion than fair play and a willingness to
await results before passing judgment.
Between Peary, Nansen and ourselves
there will this year be an international
race for the pole, Frederick Jackson, an

He is the president of the National Capital
Press Club,

Owen B. French, the astronomer
eclentist of the expedition, is a native
Cleveland, Ohlo, twenty-eight years
After leaving the common schools he
cided to become a clvil engineer, and
1888 graduated from the Case School of
plied SBcience, one of the best
schools in this country. He then took
the field, and served as
rallway survey in Tennessee, North
lina and Georgin. In 1559 he joined the
coust survey, and was assigned to
duty mear Pensacola, Fla. He was them
placed In charge of a topographical -H
at work on Perdido bay, and also
in the hydrography. The three summer
seasons of "0, "Il and 92 were spent on
the primary transcontinental trianguiation
in Utah, Colorado and Nevada, where
the work is at an elevation of from
to 15,000 feet above the sea. In "90 and
he assisted at the astronomical work,
netic observations and the
leveling. In 83 he was given entire
of important parts of the work. During

$Eal
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winter of "91 and "92 he was to
duty in the party detalled to‘locate astro-
nomically a number of points along the
Mexican boundary between El Paso and the
Pacitic, his share of the work being the
observations for latitude and the magnetio
clements. The winter of "#2 and ‘98 was
again spent in fleld work In Florida, and
in March, "03, he was assigned to duty as
astronomer on the determination of the
boundary between Alaska and British Coe-
lumbia. Having completed this work he
returned to Washington and took up the
reduction of observations st the office of

the coast survey,

confers
progress in Washington. Mn
French has the confidence of Superintend-
ent Mendenhall of the coast survey to am
unusual extent, and his reputation as a
a
-

field worker, as a scientist and B—:

-

is all that could be desired.
married.

Englishman, talks of starting by way of
Francis Joseph Land, and we sincerely '
hope he may enter the field. The more of |
us the merrier, and may the best man win. |

The pole is worth winning, not only in ‘
the spirit of friendly rivairy, not alone in |
the desire for fame, notorlety or whatever |
you choose to call it, but from higher |
motives minglesd with these. For those |
who identify the progress of civilization
with a search after truth it I nct neces- |
sary to argue the value of arctic explora-
tion. That question was answered a half
century ago by that stern friend of knowl-
edge. Sir John Barrow, when he wrote:

*The morth pole is the only thing in the
world about which we know nothing: and
that want of all knowledee ought to
operate as a spur to adopt the mears of
wining away that stain of Ignorance from
this enlightened age."

WALTER WELLMAN,

MEMBERS OF THE POLAR PARTY.

Something Ahout the Men Who Are to
Mnlke This Sensationnl Effort.

Walter Wellman, leader of this expedition,
is one of the best-known newspaper men {n
Washington, where he has served for five
years as the correspondent of the Chirago
Hernld and also as a letter writer for the
American Press Association. He is8 thirty-
five years of aze, and a native of the west-
ern reserve. While a boy his parents re- '
moved to the backwoods of Michigan, and
after some years of residence among the
swamps and forests removed again to the |
prairies of Nebraska. Wellman left home |
and school as a lad of twelve to earn his |
own living; first as clerk in a country |
store, where the Indians were the principal
customers, and later as apprentice in a
frontier printing office. When only fourteen
he started his own paper at a county seat
with a capital of thousands of hopes and a
score or two of dollars. He made a success
of it, too. Later he drifted east. Was for
three vears editor of the Repository at
Canton, Ohio, where he became the warm
friend of Gov. McKinley. With his hirother
he started the Evening Post at Cincinnati, |
and sold out, after making the paper a sac-
cess, to the Scripps syndicate, Established
and sold a newspaper at Akron, Ohio. In
1884 joined the staff of the Chicago Herald
as political writer, hig work over the sig-
nature of “Mentor” attracting much at-
tention. Except a few months with the
Chicago Tribune has besn with the Herald |

Walier Wellman.,

ever since as city editor, editorial writer,
staff correspondent and Washington repre.

sentative. Mr. Wellman has had rather
more than his share of the news beats in
Washington during the last five years, Jle
is noted for the amount of work he can
turn out apparently without much effort
on his part. For five years, probably, he
has written more matter than any othes
newspaper man in Washington, Three

vears ago he was sent by the Chicasa

| Herald to find the spot at which Columbus |

had first landed unon American soll, and to

Owen B, French.,

erect a monument there. The manner in |
which he performed this task attracted
wide attentlon, and the correctness of his |
location of the spot has since been indorsad

, tlons for newsg

| designer and draughtsman,
| good denl of work on the big war vessols

| to the art of

| From (e

Dr. Thomas B. Mohun,

Dr. Thomas B. Mohun, the physician ar@ '
surgeon of this expedition, is forty
old and a native of Washington. His “ather
was a lumber merchant and one of the
early residents of the capital. Dr. Mohun
wasg educated for business, but in 1982 re-
tired from commercizl life and tock up
medicine, graduating from the medical de-
partment of Colunbian University, e was
for one year resident physician of the
Washington Asylum Hospital, when his de-
sire for travel and chunge of scenes led
him to the far northwest. He practiced for
a year at Seattle, und then made a profes-

;

| sional trip 10 Alaska and return.He return-

ed to Washington three years ago, and has
been in peneral practice ever since. Maving
spent nearly a'l hiz life in this city he is
well known here, and as generally ‘iked.
He was house surgeon of the hospital main-
tained at the G. A, R. camp in wm
ton during the summer of 1542, and t

an arduous service of =ix days and nights,
practically without sleep, won the admira-
tion of &il concernad. Dr, Mohun's profes-
sional experience has been of such varied
and responsible character that the members
of the Waiter Wellman North Polar Expe-
dition of 1834 confidently place their lves
and lin.é-bs in his keeping. Dr. Mohun is un=

[

Chaories €. Dodge,

Charles C. Dodege, the artist and p
rapher of the expedition, is thirty years
oll and a native of Boston. He was ofu-
cated In the public schools there and the
Massachusetts  lustitute of Technology.
While a boy he ran away from home and
gerved for a time on a fishing schooner on
the banks of Newfoundland. Was for a
time empioyed 'n Chicago making filustra-
per and other use, and for
a number of yeurs has been in the construc-
tion division of the Navy Department e
He has Jdone a

of the new navy, and has also desizned
yachis and other eraft for private Arms.
Mr, Dodge was the deslgner of the boats

constructed of sluminum r this expedi-
tlom, and shows his (aith In his works by
going in them. He is an enthurinstic sports-
man, a crack shot and experienced in all
sorts of roughing and exposure. Many of
hig marine (lustrations have been 15ed in
the Cosmopolitan and other magazines, and

prhotopraphy he has devoted
a great deal of attention, Mr. Dodge ex-
pects o develop his negatives in the field,
even while the sun is shining twenty-four
hours per « Mr. Dodge s married and
has one chi

- -
Marricd Withouwt huowing It
Kansas City Times.

Fathker Tihen of Wichita vwas in town &
day or two and tuld the following
story;

“You never heard of the time | married &
couple before they knew 1t? Well, soon af-
ter 1 was made a priest, 1 was engaged 10
perforim a marriage ceremony. It was to be
a swell wedding, I arrived at the house
rather early, according to request, and was
taken upstuirs at once. There 1 lnld aside
my hat and overcout, and then the bride's
mother knorked at the door and sald bhe
daughter wished to see me, Of course,
obeyed the =uminons, hut was surprised to
learn that the o ¢ wanted the marriage
ceremony performed In an upstairs room
immediately, 1 thought it was very queer,
but went through the ceremony, and mar-
ried them fast and sure right there. When
the ceremony was over, the bride sald
‘Now, we will go down into the parior and
be married.”

“*But you are married already,” I ex-
claimed. 1 ean't go through the ceremon)
again.”

,ﬁ:\n-l then T learned that all they wanted
was ‘to practice’ the ceremony, so as to g
through it properly when in the midst o]
thelr friends. But there was no help for it
Married they were, and 1 couldn't repea’
the ceremony, which, with us, is & sacra-
ment."”

D

The Stumper Stumped.
From Puck.
Mrs, Spouter—"Where are you going to

| by Clements R. Markham, president of the PIEBT Johnt

Raoyal Geographical Society,and other geog-
raphers. Mr. Wellman has for years been

| a close student of the arctie problem, and

|

|

last year visited Europe to pursue 1is in-
vestigeztions and to make prellminary ar-
rangements for this expedition. Mr. Well-
man is married, and the father of five girls.

Mr. Spouter—"T am due, my dear, to ade
dress the Consolidated Cohorts of the Homdg
Industries of Hohokus.*

Mrs. Spouter—If you would stop your
talking and do more working several homae
Industries 1 know of woulld prosper betten
Hustle down, now, and bring up the coal!™



